BARRY M GOLDWATER RANGE ( BMGR)
PARTNERS MEETI NG M NUTES
MAY 17, 2001

1. The Barry M Gol dwater Range Partners Meeting was held on Thursday, May
17, 2001. Colonel Janmes R Uken called the neeting to order at 1000. The
Ari zona- Sonora Desert Miuseum hosted the locale of this neeting in Tucson

AZ and Rick Dal ey, the nmuseum s Executive Director, offered a welconme to
the participants.

2. Participants:

| gnaci o Bel tram Arizona Desert Bi ghorn Sheep Society, Phoenix
Pat Birnie Tucson
Gary Bl ake 56t h Range Management O fice (RMO), BMGR Executive
Counci|l (BEC) Coordinator, Luke AFB
M ke Brown Sonoran Desert Natl Monunent Manager
Bureau of Land Managenent (BLM, Phoeni x
Steve Cornelius Sonoran Institute, Tucson
Gene Dahl em BLM Phoeni x
Ri ck Dal ey Ari zona- Sonora Desert Miuseum
Executive Director, Tucson
Lorraine Eiler Hi a- Ced O odham Al liance, G endale
Bruce D. Eilerts Center for Biological Diversity, Tucson
Jan Faltisco 56th RMO, Recorder, Luke AFB
Ri chard Fel ger Director, Drylands Institute,
Executive Director, Tucson
Maj or Dani el Garcia 56th RMO, Environmental Science Mgt., Luke AFB
Ri chard Genser Sierra Club, Tucson
Jerry Guevin Arizona Desert Bi ghorn Sheep Society, Phoenix
John Hal | The Nature Conservancy,
Sonoran Desert Proj. Mr, Tucson
Vergi al Harp Cabeza Prieta National WIdlife Refuge, Ao
Gayl e Hart mann Tucson
Carol Heat hi ngton 56t h RMO, Archaeol ogi st, Luke AFB
Joseph T. Joaquin Tohono O odham Nation, Cultural Affairs Ofice
David G Mattausch Safari Club International, Hunt
Reports Coordi nator, Tucson
Kat hryn Mauz Arizona Rempte Sensing Center, Arid Lands Studies,
Uni versity of Arizona, Tucson
Lisa McCarrick 56th RMO, Environnental Planner, Luke AFB
Curtis MCusl and Cabeza Prieta National WIdlife Refuge, Ao
Maurice M Mbore US Border Patrol, Yuma Sector
Jenny Neel ey Defenders of WIldlife, Southwest Program
Coor di nat or
Ron Pearce Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS), Yuma
M ke Sei dman Phoeni x Zoo, Conservati on Coordi nator
Jon Shumaker Mari copa, AZ
Col onel James Uken Director, 56th RMO, Luke AFB
Larry Voyl es Arizona Ganme & Fish Departnment (AGFD), Yuma
Lyn WI son Sonor an Desert National Park Friends,
Exec Director, Tucson
Tom Zal e) BLM Yuma
(for Gail Acheson
Ted Zukoski Law Fund, Boul der, CO

3. BEC Update/lntergovernnental Executive Conmttee (IEC) Status: Col one
Uken



a. The Intergovernnmental Executive Comrittee will replace the
Partners Meetings as a continued forumto interact with public input. The
IEC will be established |AWwi th Public Law 106-65. The Secretaries of the
Air Force, Navy, and Interior are responsible for establishing the |IEC

b. Gary Blake, 56 RMO, has been appointed to serve as the I EC
Coordinator. M. Blake is in the process of drafting an MOU that wll
establish procedures for creating a forum for exchangi ng views,

i nformati on, and advice relating the mnagenment of the BMGR It is
anticipated that the MOU will be presented at the next Partners neeting on
13 Sep 2001 and the IEC will replace the Partners forumin Jan 2002.

c. I|EC neetings will be open to the public with participation
wel comed.

4. BMGR | nt egrated Natural Resources Managenent Plan (I NRMP) Status:
Maj or Garcia, 56 RMO

a. Mjor Garcia, 56 RMO reported that conpletion of the I NRMP could
be del ayed until the remanded Bi ol ogi cal Opinions (BOs) and ot her
i nformation are conpleted (see item8 below). The court extended the
deadl ine for conpletion of these docunents to 16 Nov 01. This could result
in the draft INRMP/EIS being ready for public review comment in Jan 02, a
final docunent and draft record of decision in June 02, with signature of
the ROD approximately 3 nonths |ater.

b. If the INRMP is extended, range managenent by the Air Force and
Marine Corps will follow the guidelines of the existing BLM plan

5. BMGR Integrated Cultural Resources Managenent Plan (I CRWMP) Status:
Carol Heat hi ngton, 56 RMO

a. The ICRWP and the Traditional Cultural Places (TCP) and sacred
sites study are being conpleted as two separate docunents.

b. The draft of the TCP and sacred sites study has been distributed
for comments to the tribal representatives who hel ped develop it. There
will be a series of nmeetings to discuss additional comrents to the TCP
study. Comments received will be conpiled and be sent to the consultants
by the end of Sep 01. The final TCP study will be conpleted by Dec 01 and
i ncludes Area A. About 25 tribes and groups, from Arizona, California, and
New Mexi co, have expressed interest in cultural resources on the BMGR
however, the degree to which these groups participate in consultation
varies. Sone actively participate in the process; others sinply want to be
kept informed of our activities.

c. Mre work and coordination is still needed on the | CRWP and
distribution of the review draft is anticipated for early Nov 01. There
will be a nmeeting for discussion and subm ssion of comrents by the end of

Feb 02 and the final I1CRMP will be conpleted by My 02.

6. Sonoran Pronghorn Report: Virgil Harp, CPNWR

a. Radio Collaring: Wekly radio telemetry flights continue. On
13 May 01, 15 fawns were seen and the precedi ng week 13 fawns were observed
anong the collared animals. The doe to fawn ratio is approxi mately 1:1.
The biol ogi sts nmonitoring pronghorn on NTAC and STAC reported sighting a
m ni mum of eight fawns. Wnter conditions have inproved the chances of
fawn survivability.

b. Forage Enhancenent: The AGFD has the funding fromthe Air Force
to initiate this project. An environnmental assessnment was conpleted in
January. Requests for bids to drill wells have been issued. Forage
enhancenent work in the Aztec Hills area is tenporarily on hold pending
some additional culture resource clearance work

c. The State Historical Preservation Ofice had sone concerns
regarding the cultural resources survey on the forage enhancenent sites on



the western portion of the range, therefore those sites were not included
in the finding of no significant inpact.
d. The forage enhancenent work is a limted nodification to existing

conditions, and will include proper scientific control, data gathering, and
scientific protocol. The introduction of invasive plants nust be
prevent ed.

e. In Apr 01, John Morgart, John Hervert, and Jill Bright travel ed
to the El Vizcaino Biosphere Reserve in Baja California Sur to observe
their experimental pronghorn recovery project. They toured the pronghorn
breeding and rearing facility and evaluated its potential utility for
recovery actions in the US.

f. Status of Recovery Plan: The Recovery Pl an supplenment is being
re-worked by the FW5 because the original plan did not establish
obj ectively neasurable criteria for renmoving pronghorn fromthe endangered
species |list and estimate the recovery tine of the species. The draft
suppl emrent was conpl eted on 14 Apr 01 and sent out for review Responses

are due on 18 May 01 and will take two weeks to be incorporated into the
draft. The draft of the supplenent anendnent will be sent out on 9 Jul 01
and there will be a 60 day review period. FW5 will discuss scientific data
with AGFD

7. DOD Funded Legacy Program | nvasi ve Speci es Workshops: John Hall, The
Nat ure Conservancy

a. I nvasi ve species is a statew de probl em and needs to be
addressed. Invasive Speci es Managenent Workshops were held over the past
few nmonths to coordi nate and di scuss what is being done now, develop a
vision, and help facilitate coordi nated responses. The workshops brought
toget her representatives from several federal, state, and tribal agencies.

b. Weed eradication is inportant, but a strategy is also needed to
focus on weed prevention. Sonme thought should be given to having an
organi zed body present to take advantage of funding through such things as
Senate Bills and grant proposals.

8. Dr. Richard Felger, Director of The Drylands Institute, is initiating
an invasive plant survey enconpassing the entire eastern portion of the
BMGR. It will be the first large-scale, well-controlled study of invasive
plants, and will identify the inpact that fire could have on the range.

9. Suppl enental Environnmental |npact Statenents (SEIS) Status: Ron
Pearce, MCAS, Yuma

a. On 12 Feb 01, there was a court ruling on the Defenders of
WIildlife lawsuit, resulting in five biological opinions and two
Envi ronmental | npact Statenments being remanded for further analysis of
cumul ative effects and action areas. The ruling required resolution wthin
120 days. On 12 Apr 01, the court extended the deadline for resolution to
be conpleted by 16 Nov 01.

b. The USFWS Ecol ogi cal Services is currently working on the
bi ol ogi cal opi nions and an updated environnental baseline.

C. The Marine Corps SEIS for the Yuma Traini ng Range Conplex will
be distributed on 7 Jun 01. The public notice of availability will be in
the Federal Register on 15 Jun 01. Comments will be due by 30 Jul 01 and
the final SEIS will be conpleted by 21 Sep 01. Areas enconpassing
cumul ative effects and action areas are the Yuma Traini ng Range Conpl ex,
east and west range, the cumul ative plan adding OPCNM and activities on
the east side of Hi ghway 85.

10. BMGR Law Enforcenent: Col onel Uken/ Ron Pearce



a. The Air Force is prepared and plans to inplenment security on
the Air Force side of the range by entering into an agreenent in Oct/ Nov
with the Tohono O odham Nation. This would be 5-year security agreenent,

with provisions for renewal. BMGR Law Enforcenment Personnel wll have
arrest authority, receive additional training prior to comrencing
activities on the range, and will wear identifying uniforns. This would

provi de the equivalent of five full-time security personnel for the eastern
BMGR

b. The Marine Corps Air Station, Yuma have enpl oyed two security
personnel who will begin their training on 29 May 01 and be in place on the
range by Oct 01. They will attend the Federal Law Enforcenment Training
Center.

11. Air Force Progress Reports:

a. Mjor Garcia, 56 RMO, reported that a | arge-scale soil and

vegetation survey project on one plus mllion acres would begin in June and
| ast approximtely 5 years. Lisa MCarrick, 56 RMO stated the FONSI was
signed | ast week for flash burning of nunitions items. |f anyone needs a

copy of the final FONSI, let her know An EAis in progress for the
cleanup of old targets; the next step is a cultural resource survey.

b. Lisa MCarrick, 56 RMO, described an EA in progress for
installation and operation of Unmanned Threat Enmitters (UMIEs). Four
emtters woul d be placed on the tactical ranges: two on ETAC, one on NTAC,
and one on STAC. Sonme nitigation neasures being assessed are the fencing
of the sites and the installation of radar director collars to protect
people and wildlife fromthe el ectromagnetic energy fromthe UMIE. The
UMTEs include a generator that would require refueling about every 3
mont hs; it appears solar panels would not be practical due to the |arge
power requirement. Col onel Uken explained UMIEs are needed to enhance
combat training on the range.

c. Area A The Air Force is conducting an environnental baseline
survey of the four non-renewed parcels, including Area A. There is no
hi story of target areas in Area A, though nunitions are occasionally found
there. The present visitor permt systemw |l continue after the |and
wi t hdrawal expires in Novenber. An agreenment will be prepared between the
Air Force and BLM regarding responsibilities, response time, and cl earance
procedures for munitions itens encountered in the future.

d. Carol Heathington, 56 RMO, reported that an archaeol ogi cal survey
was conpleted in Jan-Feb on NTAC. Survey efforts have concentrated on the
1-year and 5-year EOD sweep areas, because EOD activities are the mmjor
source of ground disturbance on the range. The archaeol ogi sts work cl osely
with EOD to flag known sites, and to train EOD personnel on recognition and
avoi dance of cultural resources common to the area. Archaeol ogical surveys
have been conpleted on 100% of the 1-year sweep areas on NTAC and ETAC, and
this fall we anticipate conpleting the same on STAC. Field trips are
conducted at the end of each survey to allow our consultation partners to
observe the findings of each effort. The next step will be consultations
regarding sites in proximty to targets. An archaeol ogi cal survey of about
2000 acres on Manned Range 4 is one day away from conpletion. Five sites
were found in the first week in areas affected by EOD sweeps.

e. Colonel Uken stated that, due to the increased accuracy of
weapons delivery systens (i.e., fighter and rotary wing aircraft),
regul ati ons governing the size of annual and 5 year EOD sweep areas are
under review for possible reduction. This will reduce ground di sturbance
and range closure tine.

f. EOD Vehicles: Mjor Garcia stated that previous research
identified the ideal vehicle for EOD cl earances, but the effort was



di sconti nued because the |ow quantity of vehicles would result in a very
hi gh unit cost. He would prefer to focus on |less intrusive nmethods to
survey for the presence of nunitions itenms, such as using canera imgery,
instead of driving a grid pattern with [arge vehicles. (Post-neeting note:
According to the EOD team reducing tire pressures resulted in greater
susceptibility to sidewall punctures from rocks and branches.)

g. The Border Patrol is trying to deter the significant increase in
UDAs crossing the range. Colonel Uken stated that in concert with the
Border Patrol, if there is an ongoing pursuit operation, flight training on
the affected sub-range is suspended until the operation is conplete. When
pronghorn nonitors are on the range, they detect and report UDAs. \When

hired, BMGR Law Enforcenent Personnel will also detect and detain UDAs.
Most pursuits on the range becone rescue operations and continue to be a
probl em for Border Patrol. Carol Heathington stated that with i magery and

renote sensing, we could have the capability to correlate what corridors
UDAs are using on the range and attention could be targeted to those
specific areas.

h. Lisa MCarrick reported that an EA is being prepared for use of
sand and gravel for range mai ntenance. The Corps of Engi neers has been
contacted regarding the applicability of Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act .

i. Colonel Uken described the proposal being devel oped for a no-drop
target array, sonetimes referred to as West TAC. This target would be used
for training pilots using night-vision goggles and also for the use of
targeting systenms for precision-guided munitions, but no weapons woul d
actually be released fromthe aircraft. Sone potential |ocations are being
consi dered, including along the existing roads in the San Cristobal Valley.
Col onel Uken was asked if |ong-range weapons are being used that woul d
| aunched fromoff the range. He responded that he was not aware of any
pl ans to enploy these types of |ong-range weapons either on or from outside
t he range.

j- Mjor Garcia was asked if depleted uranium nunitions have been
expended in the last 10 years on the range or at Yuma Proving G ound. He
responded that depl eted uraniumwas not authorized on the Gol dwat er Range,
and that further information could be obtained from Yuma Provi ng G ounds
for that area. Only A-10s utilize depleted uraniumnunitions and are used
for conmbat only. A-10s firing 30 mmrounds are limted to target practice
rounds.

k. Water Catchnments: Air Force staff net recently with AGFD
staff to discuss the proposed enhancenents at Sauceda Pot hol e and
recomrended that work on this catchment be postponed until an overal
policy regardi ng devel opnent of wildlife waters on BMGR has been devel oped
and reviewed. The INRMP should include the |long-term strategy, neasures of
success, and potential effects on wildlife and cultural resources.

12. MCAS Yuma Project Report, Ron Pearce:

a. The mpjority of work focused on the INRVP and SEI'S for the Yumn
Trai ni ng Range Conpl ex.

b. Flat-tailed horned |izard studies continue along with popul ation
trends. Funds are being sought for this project.

c. The AZ DOT has annexed 200 feet of the western side of the range
from County 14th Street and Araby Road south to 23 St (9 mles) to conplete
the area surface highway. The annexed land is outside the lizard
managenent area but inside its habitat area. All necessary environnenta
actions will be conpleted prior to starting construction

13. Arizona Gane and Fi sh Department Project Report: Larry Voyles



a. AGFD projects include ongoing work on bat surveys, popul ation
and species diversity at Cistern M ne.

b. Vegetation test plots for forage enhancenent are being studied.

c. Pronghorn fawn recruitnent is good and going to be healthier
than the |last few years.

d. AGFD is nonitoring water catchments and will be using caneras to
nmoni tor Bi g Horn Sheep.

14. BLM Proj ect Report/Phoenix O fice: Gene Dahlem

a. The BLM Phoenix Field Ofice has noved 1 nile east of Deer
Val |l ey Road. BLM s new address is 21605 N 7th Ave, Phoeni x AZ 86027.

BLM s phone nunber remains the sane.

b. On 17 Jan 01, President Clinton issued a proclamation for the
establ i shnent of the Sonoran Desert National Mnunent. M. Mke Brown was
i ntroduced as the manager of the new Sonoran Desert National Mnunment. The
relati onship of the nonunment to Area A was included in the President's
Procl amation and military use of air space above Area A and the mlitary

training routes will not change. The proclamation continues the
requi rement for a visitor access pernt; changes to that permt process
will require concurrence fromthe Air Force.

c. BLM has been busy with congressional tours and Sonoran Desert

Nat i onal Monument conmunity information neetings. The comrunity
i nformati on neetings are held for providing an open public forumfor any
i nterested groups and agencies to discuss issues and concerns regardi ng the
Monument. Community information neetings will be held at 7:00 p.m on the
foll owi ng dates and | ocati ons:

9 May: Town Hall, 644 W Pima Street, G la Bend, AZ

15 May: BLM Yuma Field Ofice, 2555 E. Gla Ridge Road, Yum

AZ
22 May: Estrella Muntain Conmunity Coll ege, S. Conference
Room
3000 N. Dysart Road, Avondale, AZ
23 May: El ks Lodge, 909 E. Florence Boul evard, Casa Grande, AZ
24 May: Best Western Grace Inn, 10831 S. 51st Street, Phoenix,
AZ
(Awat ukee area)
7 June: El Rio Comunity Center, 1390 W Speedway, Tucson, AZ
BLMwi Il be initiating a community based plan later in the year for public

interaction. Contact Kathy Pedrick or Chris Horyza at BLMif you would
like to be put on BLMs mailing list.

15. BLM Proj ect Report/Yuma O fice: Tom Zale

a. There have been 3,376 permts issued since 1 Jul 00. Permts
expire 30 Jun 01.

b. On 19 Apr 01, BLM worked with Sout hwest Ego Systens Alliance on
the first nature festival in Yuma.

c. Selection for the Planning Environmental Coordinator has been
approved.

. Rangers continue to support the Border Patrol staff.
e. BLMis actively working with the flat-tail lizard site group

16. Cabeza Prieta National WIdlife Refuge Project Report: Vergial Harp
a. Curt MCusland was introduced at the Partners Meeting. He is
wor ki ng on the Conprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) and vari ous
alternatives are being worked. Conpletion of the CCP draft is anticipated
in the fall.
b. Law enforcenent issues are a big concern due to the inpact of



UDAs, nost in the history of the refuge.

c. Sonoran pronghorn habitat protection is ongoing.

d. The Sonoran Shindig held in Feb 01 was highly successful. There
were 1500-2000 visitors. The festival was the first of three upcon ng
festivals to celebrate the 100t h Anniversary of Refuge Systens.

e. Don Tiller will be retiring after 34 years and nore information
concerning his farewell will be given out as it becones avail able

f. Big Horn Sheep studies will be part of the CCP

17. Border Patrol Projects Report: Maurice Moore

a. Acquisition of two surveillance canmeras | ooks positive for
peopl e surveillance on the range.

b. The Ajo Border Patrol Station is |ooking at the issue to reduce
the nunmber of UDAs on Hi ghway 85. The area UDAs use the npost is the east
side of Highway 85 north of EI Cam no del Diablo. Sensors cannot be used
in wlderness areas.

18. The neeting adjourned at 1500. The next Partners nmeeting will be held
on 13 Sep 01 at 1000 and be hosted by BLMin Yuna.

/] signed// Col . Janes Uken, USAF
Chai r man



